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EVERAL of the verfes of this 34th chapter, ar 


taken up in reprelenting a ftrange and contempti- 
ble {chemeof proftitution whichtock place between human 
beings and the gods. ‘This matter and tire delicate man- 
ner in which it is expreficd may be readin the 16tu and 
ether verfes adioining in this chapter. There the pi- 
ous believer may behold fome et the heaven'y beauties 
of holy writ, and teaft his fallen pilrrim exitience with’ 
language and fentiments {uch as revelation alone diiclofes 
to mortal man, ‘The next point worth notice is that of 
Mofes fubfifting forty days upon the mount without 
bread or water and afterward making his appearance a- 
miong the people with a fhining face. It would be dit- 
ficult in thele modern times to find a man whofe fa 


would fhine after fafting forty days; but every thingin - 


i 
former ages was upon a plan of conjuration, and Noles 
was not the leaft of the conjurers of antiquity. He puts 
a vial upon his face when he talks with the people, a: 


—< 


make thein believe his face fhines with iome tort of divine 
greaie. Such barefaced hypocrify might be fwallowed 


by an ignorant multitude, but would be rejected 


1. With 
difdain in times of enlightened knowledge. Inthe third 
verle of the 35th chapter there is a prohibitory command 
laid down which mutt of neceflity be cf partial and local 
application. Jt forbids the making of fire on the fabbath 
day; this might anfwer within the tropics ; but certainly 


it does not relate to high lattitudes ina cold feafon of the 
year, and of courte whether it be revelation or not we 
have nothing te do with it. The remaining part of this 
chapter is taken up with a plan of taxation by which 
Moles tiripped the people of their property, under pre- 
tence of its being an offering tothe Lord; alfo ade fcrip- 


tion of the tabernacle, and many other things which hay 


“*s~ 4 +a? 





ere ow 


. Diath 








394. 


nothing todo with religion or revelation. It 1s wholly 
unint eretting tothe prefeut generation, and is provably 
mixed with more fable and falihood than many other hit- 
toric details of antiquity. Five chapters more clofe the 
book of L.xodus; and there is net in all of them a thing 
that merits any ferious atrention. ‘They may ftand as 
records of Jewifh folly and popular cre dulity ; but it is 
one of the unaccountable facts of modern ti: nes, that an 
enlightened age fhould accede to the opinion that the! 
books, Genefis and Exodus, were given to mankind a 
ne (piritof the living God!*We new pais them by as 
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ne{s; itis tine they thot id deicenc dt o the tomb of oolt- 
vion, and the reafon ef man rifiagin all its energy thouid 
proclaun an age of iclence virtue and univeria 
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MAHOMETAN CREED. 


A catechi{m has lateiy been ee at oe 
for the inftruction of chi liven ex cated in the Mahome- 
tan Religion. It forms a copisus cbrumnentary on the 
sot Iflamiim. ‘lhe principal artieles to which the. 
ing Muflulmen is required to give his afient, are com- 
wifed in the toilowing declaration: —**I belicve in the 
»oks which have been delivered irom Heaven to the Pro- 
phets. In this manner was the Koran given to Mahom- 
et, the Pentateuch to Mofes, the Pialter to David, and 
the Golpel to Jefus.—I believe in the Prophets, and the 
Miracles which they performed. Adam was the firft 
Prophet, and Mahometan the lait, I believe that, for the 
{pace of hity thouland years the righteous fhall repofe un- 
der the fhade of the terreflial Paradife; and that the wick- 
ed fhall be expo fed naked to the burning rays of the fun. 
—I believe in the bridle Sirat, which pailes over the bot- 
tomleis pit of Hell. Iti is as fine as a hair, and as fharp 
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All moft pall over it, and the wicked fhall 


as a Sabre. n 
in the water pools of Paradile. 


be thrown off.—-I believe 
Each of the Prophets has, in Paradadife a bafon tor his 
own ufe; the water is whiter than milk, and iweete rthan 
honey. On the ridge of the pools are veflels to drink 
out of, and they are bordered with flars. 1 believe in 
Heaven and in Hell. The inhabi:ants of the former 
know no want, and the Houris who attends them, are 
never afflicted with ficknefs. “The floor of Paradile is 
mufk, the flones are filver, and the cement gold. ‘The 
damned are, on the contrary, asia vith fire, anc 
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by voracious and poifonous animals. 





TO THE EMPEROR OF CHINA. 
AUGUST SIKE, 
It was my primary <rprmaeies after having finifhed th 
Verles, which I now lay at vour Mayjetty y’s feet, te have 
dedicates them to jome Cheit ian Potentate, who lhould 
appear the mott diftinguithed, amon, the crowned ie 
of Europe, as the friend, protector, aad father of his peo- 
ple, and the lover and promoter of peace. 


Your Mayjefty will doubtlefs acknowledge, that it Was 


mo! it natu ral for aman born in a Chriliian country, t 
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which for ages have deiolated the earth. When I fav 
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ways at war? Lowhich I am forry to find that a due 


reipect to truth compels me to aiulwerin the afhirmativ: 


and to confeis, that the hiftories of the different European 
powers ever fince their civilization (ii they can be faid 
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throats) inconteftable prove, that all the intervals between 
the epochas of active:war, which they have pretended to 
confider as a {tate of peace. ought yf ‘to be regarded as 
truces, during which the different parties have been con- 


~ 


ftantly eccupicd in teeking new caules of quarrel, and in 
preparations ol frefa havock; it being the policy, or pro- 
peniiry, of Chriftian Proteatates to ruin their own ftates, 

tl order to insure or acquire thoie of others; and too often 
to eflimate the value of their dominions, more by the 
number of acres than of lubje ct. Such ‘is the fyftem of 
Keuropean rules, and fuch the miferable ftate of their 
wa 


: 


Finding Europe thus employed, and in fuch a ftate of 


never- cealing confulion, I naturally fuppoled it was not 
the place for the mule to look for protection and patronage. 
1 then turned my regard towards Afia, where the grea eft 
Jovercign of the greateft empire on earth, who is at the 
fame time the greateft philoiopher, hiftorian, and poet, in 
all his valt dominions, attracted and hxed my attention; 

but I contemplated with peculiar veneration and ad- 
miration, the copious bleflings that flow from a prince 
who is the father of his fed who is equally diftin- 
suifhed for his good as his great qualities, and who, 
happily for his people, unites the talents and dispolition 
to make them happy. 


To be continued. 











Profession of Faith from Rousseau, concluded 


“ What! in the fame city in which your God was put 
to death, neither the an rent nor prefent inhabitants ac- 
knowledge his divinity | ! And yet you would have me 
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believe it, who was born near two thoufand years after 
the fact, and two thoufand leagues diftant from the place! 
Don’t you fee that, before I can give credit to this book, 
which you call facred, and of which I comprehend no- 
thing, I ought to be informed from others, when and by 
whom it was written, how it hath been preferved ancl 
tran{fmitted to you, what is faid of it in the country, what 
are the reafons of thofe who reject it, though they know 

as well as you every thing of which you have intormed 
me? You mutt perccive the neceflity lam under, of going 
firft to Europe, to Afia, and unto Palefline, to examine 
ito things myfelf; and that I mult be an idiot to liften 
to you before I have done this.’ 

Such a diicourfe as this appears to me not only very 
reafonable, but I aflirm, that every fenfible man ought, in 
fuch circumfiances, to fpeak in the fame manner, and to 
fend a miflionary about his bufinefs, who fhould be in hafte 
to inftruct and baptize him, before he had lufliciently 
verified the proots of his miffion. Now, I maintain that 
there is no revelation againft which the fame objections 
might not be made, and that with greater force, than 
again{t Chriftianity. Hence it follows, thatif there be 
in the world but one true religion, and every man be 

obliged to adopt it, under pain of damnation, it is nece etary 
to fpend our lives in the ftudy of ali religions, to vifit the 
countries where they have been eftablifhed, and examine 
and compare them with each other. Noman is exempt- 
ed from the principal duty of his {pecies, and no one hath 
aright to confide in the judgment of another. ‘The 
artiian, who lives only by his indufiry, the hufbandman, 
who cannot read, the timid and delicate virgin, the feeble 


valetudinarian, all without exception, muft ftudy, medt- 
tate, diipute, and travel the world over, in fearch of truth. 


There would be no longer any fettled inhabitants in a 
country, the face of the earth being covered by pilgrims, 
going from plage to place, at great trouble and expence, 

to verify, examine and compare the feveral different 
iyftems and modes of worthip to be met with in various 
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countries. We mult, in fuch acafe, bid adieu to arts 
and ictences, to trade, and all the civil occupations of 


’ 


life. Every other ftudy muff give place to that of re. 
ligion; while the man who fhould enjoy the greateft 
fhare of health and #Hrength, and make the beft ufe of his 
time and his reafon, for the greater term of years allotted 
to human life, would, in the extreme of old age, be ftill 
perplexed were to hx: and it would be a great thing, 
after all, if he fhould learn before his death what religion 
he 0" “ht to have belreved ai) d practi! e d during r lite. 

Do you endeavour to mitigate the feverity of this me. 
thod, and place as little conitdence as poflible in the au. 
thority of men > In to doing you place the zreatelt confi. 
dence; forif the ion of a Caritlian does rignt, in adopt- 
ing, without a fcrupulous and impartial examination, the 
religion of his father, how can the fon ofa ‘Turk do 
wrong, in adopting, r, in the fame manner, the religion of 
Mahomet? I defy all the perfecutors in the world to 
aniwer this queftic or; ul a manner fatisfactory to any per- 
fon of common fenie. Wes. fome of them, when hard 


preile ed by fuch argumei ts, vill fooner admit that God 
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is unjul a and vifits the fins of the fathers on the children, 
than give up their cruel and perfecuting principles. 
Others, indeed, elude the force of thele reaions, by nits d 
fending an an a to inftruct thole, who, under invinc:! 
ignorance, liveth, nevertheleis, good sakes lives. A very 
preity Cevice, truly, that of the angel ! Not contente | 
with fubjecting us to their machinery, they would reduc 
e De ity himlelf to the necellity of employing it. 
See, my fon, to what aDiur lities we are le { by pride, 


and the {pirit of perfecution, by being puffed up ' our 
own capacity, an d CONCEI ing that we pollefs a greater 
{hare of reafon thanthe reft of mankind. I call to witneis 
that God of peace whom 1 adore, and whom I would 
make known to you, that my refearches have been always 
fincere: but feeing that they were, and alwavs muft be, 


unfuccelstul, and that I was ‘launched dt into a bound- 
leis ocean of perplexity, I returned the way I came, and 
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confined my creed within the limits of of my firft notions. 
i could never believe that God required me, under pain 
of damnation, to be fo very learned. I therefore {hut up 
all my books: that of nature lies open to every cye. It 
is from this fublime and wonderful volume that I learn 
to ferve and adore its divine Author. No perion is ex- 
culeable for neglecting to read in this book, as it 1s written 
in an univerfal language, intelligible to all mankind. 
Had I been bern in a isan ifand, or never feen a hu- 
man creature befide myfelf; had I never been intormed 
of what had formerly happened in a certain corner of tue 
world; I might yet have learned, by os exercile cr 
cultivation of my reafon, and by the proper ule of thoie 
faculties God hath given me, to know a love him; I 
might hence have learned to love and admire his power 
and goodnefs, and to have diicharged my duty here on 
earth. 

Such is the involuntary iceptictim m which I remain: 
this {cepticifm, however, is not painful to me, becaule it 
extends not to any eer jal Pp oint of practice; and as my 
mind is firmly fettled regarding the princi es of my 
duty, I ferve God in the f fincerity 0 of my heart. In the 
mean time, I feek not to know any thing more than what 
relates to my moral conducts and as to thofe dogmas, 
which have no influence over the behaviour, and which 
many perfons give themfelves fo much trouble about, I 
am not at all folicitous concerning them. 

Thus, my young friend, have ] given you, with my 
own lips, a recital of my creed, fuch as the fupreme 
Being reads itin my heart. You are the firlt perton to 
whom I have made this profeilion: you are allo the only 
ane, perhaps, to whom I fhall ever mak: 

You are now arrived at that critical term of life, in 
which the mind opens itielf to conviction, in which the 
heart receives the form and character, which it bears 
during life, whether good or ill. Its iubilance grows 
afterwards hard, and receives no new impreflions. Now 
is the time, therefore to imprefs on your mind the {eal 
cftruth. If 1 were not pofitive in myielf, I fhould have 
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affumed a more decifive and cogmatical air; but, what 
can Ido more? I have opened to you my heart, without 
re‘erve: what I have thought certain, I have given you 
as fach; my doubts I have declared as doubts, my opin- 
ions as opinions; and have given you my reafons for 
both. It remains, now, for you to J! udge; you have taken 
time ; this precaution is wile, aud make me think well of 
you. Bein by bringing your con‘cience to a {tate defl- 
rous of being ‘ehlightened. Be fincere with yourlelf 
Adopt thole of ray fentiments which you are perluaded 
are true, andr Athe reft. You are not yet fo much 
depraved by +. to run the rifk of makeing a bad choice. 
I fhould pro ae to confer together fometimes on thele 
fubjetts; bi tgs foon as ever we enter into difputes we 
grow warm; %bf{tinacy and vanity interierc, and fincerity 
is vanifhed. For my own part, it was not till after 
feveral year’ of meditation that my fentiments became 
fixed ; thefe however, I {till retain, my concience is eafy, 
and lamcfitent. Were I defirous to begin a new ex- 
amination into the truth of thefe fentiments, I could not 
do it with a more fincere love to truth; and my mind, 
at prefent lefs active, would be lefs in a ftate to difcover 
it. | purpote, therefore, to remain as I am, left my tafte 
jor contemplation fhould become infenfibly an idle paffion; 
je{t it fhould make me indifferent to the difcharge of my 
practical duties. «At ove half my life is already fpent, the 
remainder will not afford me time more than fuafficient 
to repair my errors by my virtues. If Iam miftaken, it 
is net wilfully. “That Being, who fearches the hearts 
of men, knows that lam not fond of ignorance. But 
under my prefent incapacity to inftruct myfelf better, 
the only method that remains for me to extricate mytelf, 
is a good life. 
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